
Category Date Item Hotlink

Province of 

Ontario
Nov 2017 Premier Wynne, Mayor of Stratford & InvestStratford representative 

undertake trade mission to China
Link

Province of 

Ontario
Nov 27, 2017 Allan O'Dette, Chief Investment Officer for InvestOntario signs agreement 

with Xinyi Glass Holdings. Picture of O'Dette, Wynne and Xinyi Glass 

executives at signing.

Link

Province of 

Ontario
Dec 12, 2017 Bill 139 receives Royal Assent – The “Building Better Communities and 

Conserving Watersheds Act”  removes the authority of the Local Planning 

Appeal Tribunal (formerly the Ontario Municipal Board) to overturn a 

Minister’s Zoning Order under Section 47 of the Planning Act,  replacing it with 

the ability to only make a “recommendation” to the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing.

Link

Xinyi Canada Dec 12, 2017 GSP Group holds pre-consultation meeting with Guelph-Eramosa Township 

on behalf of Xinyi to propose development of facility on 122ac of land zoned 

Rural Industrial Dry-Use in Rural Employment Area.

Link

Province of 

Ontario
Feb 12, 2018 Ontario PC Party Leader Ford recorded on video saying he would open up 

"big chunk" of Greenbelt for development. 
Link

Province of 

Ontario
Jun 7, 2018 Doug Ford wins provincial election Link

Province of 

Ontario
Jun 29, 2018 Doug Ford sworn in as Premier and Hon. Steve Clark appointed Minister of 

Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH)
Link

City Council Jul 12, 2018 Mathieson announces he plans to run for 5th term as Mayor of Stratford Link
Guelph-

Eramosa
Jul 16, 2018 Guelph-Emarosa rejects proposed Xinyi facility based on water usage 

concerns
Link

City Council Sep 2018 Series of meetings take place between Xinyi, the Deputy Minister, the MPP, 

the Mayor and InvestStratford in Stratford, Queen's Park and Markham.
Not Made 

Public

Province of 

Ontario
Sep 17, 2018 Premier Ford states in session of the Legislative Assembly that the Province 

met with Xinyi representatives; Xinyi not having any registered lobbyists at 

the time.

Link

City Council Oct 9, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting – last before election Link
City Council Oct 22, 2018 City of Stratford Municipal Election Link

Xinyi Canada Oct 23, 2018 Initial site reconnaissance visit by Xinyi's consultants Natural Resource 

Solutions Inc.
Link

City Council Nov 2018 City of Stratford signs letter of intent with Xinyi - Release of letter under 

Freedom of Information (FOI) request declined
FOI Request 

Denied

Xinyi Canada Nov 2018 Test drilling commenced on site
Per Local 

Land Owner

City Council Nov 12, 2018 Nominating Orientation Committee Meeting for incoming Councillors Link
City Council Nov 13, 2018 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Nov 13, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting (outgoing Council) - MZO not on agenda Link
City Council Nov 20, 2018 1st Letter from Mayor Mathieson to Minister Clark (MMAH) requesting an 

MZO on behalf of Xinyi Canada Glass
Link

City Council Nov 21, 2018 Orientation session for incoming Councillors Link

Xinyi Canada Glass Timeline
D23 Sep15-2021 MASTER

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2017/11/27/wynne-inks-1b-in-business-deals-for-ontario-as-china-mission-starts.html
https://twitter.com/InvestOntario/status/935179187782082560
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-139
https://www.get.on.ca/uploads/userfiles/files/2018.04.04-gspgroupplgjustificationrptxinyizbaapril2018..pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKb_mcQfWK0
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/49542/ontario-election-on-june-7-2018
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Municipal_Affairs_and_Housing_(Ontario)
https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/stratford-mayor-dan-mathieson-seeking-fifth-term
https://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/8745835-guelph-eramosa-township-votes-to-refuse-glass-plant-application/
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-09-17/hansard-1#P305_39548
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-10-09-1900-Regular-Council-Meeting/a40b0864-cc67-4b81-965d-ab7500de6058
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/municipalelection.aspx
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/NRSI_2192A_Xinyi-Glass-Plant-Stratford_EIS-Final.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-11-12-1730-Orientation-Session/13610d08-004b-482b-ba02-ab7500de6058
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-11-13-1800-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera-Session/f4095155-c3ba-46bc-99f4-ab7500de6058
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-11-13-1900-Regular-Council-Meeting/26de79f7-5a3f-47b3-a774-ab7500de6058
https://72917f37-b35c-4946-ae55-7ec0deef48f5.filesusr.com/ugd/8ccbb4_c96ce6175ec540ebb203be910ac5a3d9.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-11-21-1730-Orientation-Session/6beb564e-e096-4d05-84a3-ab7500de6058


Province of 

Ontario
Nov 27, 2018 Deputy Minister LeBlanc (MMAH) writes in response to Mayor's request for 

MZO from Nov20. Indicates that "number of Provincial ministries actively 

involved" and that "land [was ] identified by the company as the preferred 

site". Letter also states that Deputy Minister "would like to confirm to both 

you (City) and to the company (Xinyi)" that Deputy Minister will recommend to 

the Minister (MMAH) that MZO be issued.

Link

City Council Dec 3, 2018 Inaugural City Council Meeting (Council-Elect) Link
City Council Dec 4, 2018 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera) -  (Council-Elect) - Secret vote 

taken on the MZO? (See Integrity Commissioner Letter of Dec11-2020)
Link

City Council Dec 10, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting - Item 5.1 refers to an in camera  proposal under 

Sec.239.(2)[c] stating disclosure could prejudice competitive position or 

negotiations.

Link

City Council Dec 10, 2018 Committee of the Whole Meeting (Open Session) - No mention of MZO Link
City Council Dec 17, 2018 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera)  - (Council-Elect) - Secret vote 

taken on the MZO? (See Integrity Commissioner Letter of Dec11-2020)
Link

Xinyi Canada Dec 20, 2018 WalterFedy completes survey of Xinyi site. Survey completion noted on pg. 55 

of Employment Lands Justification Report (GSP Group - see Feb19-2020) Link

Federal 

Government
Jan 2019 InvestCanada announces Xinyi Investment Link

City Council Jan 3, 2019 Stratford Beacon-Herald article published indicating Xinyi considering 

Stratford among many possible locations.
Link

City Council Jan 4, 2019 London Free Press article indicating Xinyi considering Stratford among three 

other locations.
Link

InvestStratford Jan 8, 2019 Xinyi representatives give presentation of the proposed development at the 

offices of InvestStratford. Attendees include the MP and other stakeholders to 

the project.

Per MP's 

office

Xinyi Canada Feb 11, 2019 NA Geomatics completes site survey on behalf of City of Stratford Link
Xinyi Canada Mar 19, 2019 Environmental Impact Study Commenced (Natural Resource Solutions ) Link
Xinyi Canada May 3, 2019 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment Report Completed (Detritus Consulting )

Link

Xinyi Canada Jun 25, 2019 Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment Report Completed (Detritus Consulting ) Link
City Council Jul 31, 2019 Stratford CAO Rob Horne retires. City Clerk Joan Thomson named as interim 

Acting CAO.
Link

InvestStratford Aug 19, 2019 InvestStratford letter to Chris Pidgeon (GSP Group) indicating lack of 

available industrial lands in the City. The "comprehensive review of available 

vacant employment lands" referred to in this letter has been requested from 

InvestStratford but has yet to be provided for any third party analysis. (See 

Harrington McAvan Planning Justification Report Appendix A - Jan15-2020) 

Link

Xinyi Canada Aug 27, 2019 Geotechnical Investigation Report Completed (Pinchin ) Link
Xinyi Canada Sep 2019 Traffic Impact Study Completed (RJ Burnside ) Link
First Nations Sep 5, 2019 Communications sent by City to 10 First Nations re: Boundary Adjustment 

Proposal. Consultative letters note lands being annexed but do not indicate 

the nature of any proposed development for consideration.

Per City 

Clerk

Xinyi Canada Sep 26, 2019 D6 Land Use Compatibility – Air Quality Report Completed (RWDI) - Note 

that despite the title, this report only indicates that "detailed studies will be 

required by MECP to demonstrate ... compliance with applicable regulations, 

as part of their approval applications under section 9 of the EPA". GHG 

emmission estimates were never released by Xinyi; however, the company 

contended that emissions would ultimately be lower due to reduced transport 

of finished materials to market.

Link

PHASE 3

https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_4e24a95aed4f436c9ea525f3775ce491.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-12-03-1900-Inaugural-Council-Meeting/759a4544-273f-4e80-8f33-ab7500de6058
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-12-04-1630-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera-Session/a436d26e-0c3e-4c00-a037-ab7500de6058
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-12-10-1900-Regular-Council-Meeting/7f921561-70e8-4399-ad97-ab7500de6058
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-12-12-1730-Committee-of-the-Whole-Open-Session/e6bc1098-06df-47ac-910a-ab7500de605d
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2018-12-17-1730-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera-Session/9e70ffad-bf25-4590-8de5-ab7500de605d
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_6a81ddd034094099b57164877e2b46cf.pdf
https://www.investcanada.ca/industries/advanced-manufacturing
https://www.stratfordbeaconherald.com/news/local-news/xinyi-glass-canada-looking-at-stratford-as-one-of-several-possible-locations-for-north-american-plant
https://lfpress.com/business/local-business/glass-maker-struggles-to-find-home-in-region?fbclid=IwAR2DZoQ8h93mL8kqMZzXSA5-8vXgnqkdwQksGVUey5HA67uB6-L6gFT7Q60
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_763a4cb879ad483f9b6fa005b397d94d.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/NRSI_2192A_Xinyi-Glass-Plant-Stratford_EIS-Final.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/Phase-12-Archaeological-Assessment-Van-Ness.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/Phase-3-Archeological-Assessment-Van-Ness.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2019-07-03-1700-Special-Council-Meeting/9aa7667a-9460-40b2-9d45-ab7500de606f
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/News_Public-Notices/Draft-Planning-Justification-Report.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/Geotechnical-Investigation-Xinyi-Rd-119--Perth-Line-29-Stratford.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/TIS-Final-Draft.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/Xinyi-Air-Quality-Report.pdf


Xinyi Canada Sep 26, 2019 D6 Land Use Compatibility – Noise Feasibility Study Report Completed 

(RWDI)
Link

InvestStratford Oct 2019 InvestStratford hosts "Chinese delegation dinner at Bruce Hotel in support of 

FDI"
Link

Xinyi Canada Oct 23, 2019 Planting Plan – Compensation Plan Completed (Upper Thames Conservation 

Authority )
Link

Xinyi Canada Nov 2019 GSP Group completes 124 page Planning Justification Report on behalf of 

Xinyi and City of Stratford, defining the proposed annexation and 

development of the subject lands. This report appears to be the "master" 

document from which both the public 35 page Planning Justification Report 

(Harrington McAvan)  and the unreleased 99 page Employment Lands 

Justification Report (GSP Group / InvestStratford)  later draw from for source 

material. Existence of this report noted on pg. 63 of the GSP ELJR (see Feb19-

2020) and in Public Comments by Kevin Eby (see Jan31-2020 Public 

Comments). ** THIS REPORT HAS NEVER BEEN RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC **

Not Made 

Public       

FOI Request 

Denied

Province of 

Ontario
Dec 2019 Kate Manson-Smith replaces Laurie LeBlanc as Deputy Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing
Link

City Council Dec 19, 2019 Public notice first given of Joint Public Meeting for Proposed Boundary 

Adjustment (Scheduled for Jan16, 2020). Note some directly adjacent 

landowners did not receive this mailed notice on account of administrative 

error (see Feb4 Public Comments).

Link

Xinyi Canada Dec 20, 2019 City of Stratford owned utility Festival Hydro applies for Service Area 

Amendment from the Ontario Energy Board indicating that the "Subject Area 

will be owned by Xinyi Canada Glass Limited (“Developer”), located in the City 

of Stratford, and is designated for industrial development" and that "the 

Developer has indicated that it prefers Festival as the distributor for the 

Subject Area" 

Link

City Council Jan 15, 2020 FIRST DRAFT of Boundary Adjustment Planning Justification Report made 

available on City website. This 31 page draft is the only report made available 

to the public by the City, County and Township prior to the Public meeting as 

part of the Annexation Process. The report is stated as having been prepared 

by Harrington McAvan Ltd. (Melanie Horton) but includes some of the same 

Figures as the GSP Group Employment Lands Justification Report (Feb19-2019) 

and presumably the 124 page GSP Group Planning Justification Report 

(Nov2019).

Link

City Council Jan 16, 2020 Joint Public Meeting – Perth / Perth South / Stratford – Proposed Boundary 

Adjustment Meeting. This was the only public meeting associated with the 

Restructuring Proposal (annexation) and lasted a total of 1hr and 29mins in 

length.

Link

City Council Jan 20, 2020 Original deadline for public comments on Boundary Adjustment Proposal Link

Perth County Jan 23, 2020 CANCELLED - Perth County Council Meeting - to consider boundary 

adjustment proposal
Link

City Council Jan 24, 2020 New Jan31 deadline set for public comments on Boundary Adjustment 

Proposal
Link

City Council Jan 31, 2020 SECOND DRAFT of Boundary Adjustment Planning Justification Report posted 

to City website. This now 35 page report expands slightly on the Jan15 FIRST 

DRAFT. Still no mention was made of Xinyi, their proposed use or that a 

Minister's Zoning Order would be sought, stating only that the "the lands will 

remain subject to the County of Perth Official Plan" and that the "Annexation 

Lands will be subject to a future Planning Act processes to redesignate the 

lands “Industrial Area".

Link

PHASE 4

https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/Xinyi-Noise-Report.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/2021-Budget/2021-Supporting-Documents.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/NRSI_2192A_Map6_Compensation_UTRCA.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/meet-secretarys-team#section-18
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Town_Crier/Town-Crier---December-21-2019.pdf
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_763a4cb879ad483f9b6fa005b397d94d.pdf
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_3419c1fa6431455187a335f9f3e1f8d6.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-01-16-1800-Joint-Public-Meeting-with-City-of-Stratford-County/7bf21e51-98ce-4a78-bd54-ac7900ba7ddd
https://calendar.perthcounty.ca/council/Detail/2020-01-16-1800-Joint-Public-Meeting-of-Perth-County-Council-Perth/68cc5cd9-3cfd-408d-a32d-ab6c00a57779
https://calendar.perthcounty.ca/council/Detail/2020-01-16-1800-Joint-Public-Meeting-of-Perth-County-Council-Perth/68cc5cd9-3cfd-408d-a32d-ab6c00a57779
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Town_Crier/Town-Crier---January-25-2020.pdf
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_9d156d1b0b734cbba010a22bd5ad55d8.pdf


City Council Jan 31, 2020 Revised deadline for public comments on Boundary Adjustment Proposal Link
Xinyi Canada Feb 2020 Environmental Impact Study Completed (Natural Resource Solutions ) Link
City Council Feb 4, 2020 Special City Council Meeting (Stratford / Council Chambers) – Proposed 

Boundary Adjustment approved by Council
Link

Perth County Feb 6, 2020 Special Meeting of Council (Perth / Perth South) – Proposed Boundary 

Adjustment approved by Council.                                                                             

NOTE THE ENTIRE ANNEXATION PROCESS, FROM FIRST PUBLIC NOTICE TO 

FINAL APPROVAL, LASTED A TOTAL OF 50 DAYS INCLUDING HOLIDAYS.

Link

City Council Feb 18, 2020 Submission Letter from Mayor Mathieson to Minister referred to in Mar9-

2020 letter from Deputy Minister. This letter accompanied the Employment 

Lands Justification Report in official submission on Feb 24-2020 requesting the 

Restructuring Proposal and MZO be granted by the Minstry.

Pending FOI 

Request

InvestStratford Feb 19, 2020 Employment Lands Justification Report dated - This 99 page report not made 

available to the public and appears to have been prepared by GSP Group on 

behalf of InvestStratford for submission to the Ministry to support the 

Restructuring Proposal (annexation) and corresponding MZO request. Note 

the earliest reference to the Annexation Plan is located in this document on 

Jan2019 (Figure 2- Pg.9) and that some of the Figures indicate that they are 

taken directly from the GSP Planning Justification Report dated from Nov2019. 

Also note this document explicitly states the case for the proposed float glass 

use ( Section 4 - pg.14 ) and request for an MZO ( Section 11 - pg.81 ).

Link

Perth County Feb 20, 2020 Letters from Warden Aitcheson and Mayor Wilhelm in support for the MZO 

request, as noted in Mar9 letter from MMAH.
Not Made 

Public

Province of 

Ontario
Mar 9, 2020 Letter from Deputy Minister Manson-Smith (MMAH) to Mayor indicating that 

Minister Clark is not prepared to issue MZO in this case. Letter also notes that 

Ministry is still reviewing the Restructuringproposal.

Link

City Council Mar 11, 2020 2nd Letter to Minister Clark (MMAH) from Mayor Mathieson requesting 

expedited review of MZO request on behalf of Xinyi Canada Glass. It appears 

that the Mayor had not yet received the Mar9 response from the Deputy 

Minister at the time of writing this letter.

Link

City Council Mar 12, 2020 Email from Mayor Mathieson to Minister Clark (MMAH) indicating his 

disappointment and frustration with the Minister's refusal to issue an MZO. 

Mayor asks the Minister to reconsider and references Nov27-2018 letter from 

Deputy Minister Laurie Labelle originally indicating the support of the Ministry.

Link

Public Mar 13, 2020 Duxbury Law receives copy of Employment Lands Justification Report from 

Interim CAO Joan Thomson FOI Request

Province of 

Ontario
Mar 17, 2020 Province of Ontario declares an Emergency on Mar17-2020 (O.Reg.149/20) 

that temporarily suspended all deadlines for notice requirements, time 

periods, appeals and motions and interim control by-laws.

Link

Public Mar 23, 2020 Letter from Duxbury Law on behalf of Jamie Gibb to Minister Clark (MMAH) 

objecting to MZO request for Boundary Adjustment
Link

https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Town_Crier/Town-Crier---January-25-2020.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/NRSI_2192A_Xinyi-Glass-Plant-Stratford_EIS-Final.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-02-04-1900-Special-Council-Meeting/3cfad6b5-945f-4c91-9cea-ab7500de6087
https://perthsouth.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/3766
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_6a81ddd034094099b57164877e2b46cf.pdf
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_636e1fdc5d034d3b81b550b5db5eae35.pdf
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_6d5b226ae33f4e3ba72115e359c1fc49.pdf
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_bc0e7e80a33347479c3873984cff3490.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200149
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d89567bd064367698a0f541/t/5fd79c383351061c2d35c9f2/1607965752481/PCFA+Submission+to+Minister+Steve+Clark.pdf


City Council Mar 23, 2020 Email from Mayor Mathieson, Warden Aitchenson & Mayor Wilhelm to 

Minister Clark (MMAH) indicating that they "understand that Minister Clark ... 

will not be issuing a Minister's Zoning Order for the properties subject to the 

restructuring proposal". The email notes the City, County and Township still 

plan to proceed with the Restructuring "in absence of the issuance of a 

Minister's Zoning Order for the Annexation Lands" and request that the 

Restructuring be approved "as soon as reasonably possible".

Link

City Council Apr 1, 2020 Special City Council Meeting - property tax issues Link
City Council Apr 1, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
Province of 

Ontario
Apr 9, 2020 Deputy Minister Manson-Smith (MMAH) writes the City of Stratford to 

elaborate on denial of MZO request. This letter is alluded to in the Mayor's 

Apr16-2020 letter.

Not Made 

Public

Xinyi Canada Apr 9, 2020 Erosion, Sediment Control & Stormwater Management Plan Report 

Completed (WalterFedy)
Link

Xinyi Canada Apr 9, 2020 Stormwater Management Report Completed (WalterFedy ) Link
Public Apr 10, 2020 GOOD FRIDAY

Xinyi Canada Apr 10, 2020 Functional Servicing Report Completed (WalterFedy ) Link
Public Apr 13, 2020 EASTER MONDAY STATUTORY HOLIDAY

City Council Apr 14, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Apr 14, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting - Item 5.5 refers to an in camera  proposal under 

Sec.239.(2)[c] stating disclosure could prejudice competitive position or 

negotiations.

Link

City Council Apr 16, 2020 3rd Letter to Minister Clark (MMAH) from Mayor Mathieson requesting 

reconsideration of MZO denial on behalf of City and Xinyi Canada Glass. Mayor 

is "cautiously optimistic" that agreement can be reached if only applied to 

Xinyi parcel and not the entire Annexed lands and requests a video meeting to 

discuss further. 

Link

Xinyi Canada Apr 17, 2020 Electrical Site Plan Report Completed (WalterFedy ) Link
Xinyi Canada Apr 20, 2020 Schematic Design Report Completed (WalterFedy ) Link
Xinyi Canada Apr 20, 2020 Site Code Plan Completed (WalterFedy ) Link
Xinyi Canada Apr 20, 2020 Existing Conditions and Removals Plan Completed (WalterFedy ) Link
City Council Apr 21, 2020 Stratford Acting CAO Thompson appointed as permanent City CAO Link

Federal 

Government
Apr 22, 2020 Xinyi awarded $4.06 million multi-year contribution from Environment and 

Climate Change Canada for "Waste Heat Recovery - Thermal Heating and 

Electrical Generation"

Link

Province of 

Ontario
Jul 8, 2020 MZO Filed with Registrar of Regulations Link

Province of 

Ontario
Jul 10, 2020 TVO Interview w/ Minister Clark where the Minister asserts: "we’re quite 

happy with the dozen or so I’ve done, that have been driven by a local council 

decision in a public council meeting before it comes to my desk".

Link

City Council Jul 20, 2020 MZO posted to City of Stratford website Link
Province of 

Ontario
Jul 21, 2020 Bill 197 receives Royal Assent conveying “enhanced order-making powers 

relating to specified land ” on the Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing and 

removing the obligation to undertake environmental assessments on the 

majority of development projects and allowing the Minister to override the 

Site Plan control of municipalities.

Link

Province of 

Ontario
Jul 31, 2020 MZO posted on Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO# 019-2107) Link

Province of 

Ontario
Aug 1, 2020 Annexation approved by Ministry (MMAH) - Boundary Adjustment Link

Province of 

Ontario
Aug 1, 2020 Annexation approval published in Ontario Gazette Link

https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_8da2632435164985b1bc02bb88d6456c.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-01-1400-Special-Council/a80774b4-719e-48a1-b4e4-ab9e008dbeff
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-01-1410-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/aa58b603-ff70-483a-99b1-ab8f00fd0e24
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/Erosion-and-Sediment-Control-Plan---Xinyi-signed.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/SWM-signed.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/Servicing-Report.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-14-1300-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/2d9f1d53-1824-4a48-a4cb-ab9700c2fd1d
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-14-1500-Regular-Council/afcb8309-3b5d-4890-a533-abd1008ce4ac
https://72917f37-b35c-4946-ae55-7ec0deef48f5.filesusr.com/ugd/8ccbb4_10e7a43199824a1bbc206de043da4291.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/E-Issued-For-SPA-Pre-Consultation-.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/Xinyi-Schematic-Design-Report_FOR-SPA-SUB-1.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/A_Issued-For-SPA-Pre-Consultation.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/resources/Xinyi/C_Issued-For-SPA-Pre-Consultation.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-04-21-1530-Special-Council-Meeting/e662b620-3332-4f95-a325-ac07008ecd35
https://search.open.canada.ca/en/gc/?sort=score%20desc&page=1&search_text=Xinyi%20Canada
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20356
https://www.tvo.org/article/what-bill-197-means-for-planning-deal-making-and-cities-in-ontario?fbclid=IwAR2JsjElSV_kzaQ_aMiLP2_j7mui_Fi1EyyVOzDZ9NxeO6pzgMpIer6CzU8
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/xinyi-canada-glass-limited-project.aspx#Was-the-public-aware-of-the-proposed-development
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-197
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2107
https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-gazette-volume-153-issue-31-august-1-2020/government-notices-other
https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-gazette-volume-153-issue-31-august-1-2020/government-notices-other


City Council Aug 4, 2020 Boundary Adjustment Notice posted to City of Stratford website Link
Perth County Aug 4, 2020 Boundary Adjustment Notice posted to Perth County website Link

Public Aug 10, 2020 Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) letter to Minister Clark (MMAH) 

objecting to increased use of MZOs in areas with Official Plans and resulting in 

the consumption of arable farmland for industrial purposes.

Link

Province of 

Ontario
Sep 14, 2020 Provincial state of emergency lifted with the passing of Bill 195 Link

InvestStratford Oct 29, 2020 InvestStratford announces Xinyi has confirmed Stratford has been selected as 

preferred location for facility.
Link

City Council Nov 10, 2020 Limited Xinyi project background information posted to City website Link
City Council Nov 12, 2020 Public notice first given for Special City Council meetings scheduled for 

following week (Nov 16 & 17) where Council was to consider proposed Xinyi 

Glass cost-sharing agreement

Link

Xinyi Canada Nov 14, 2020 First Xinyi / GSP hosted Public Information Session held (Zoom) Link
City Council Nov 16, 2020 Special City Council Meeting held (Zoom) - to hear all interested persons with 

respect to cost-sharing development agreement
Link

Province of 

Ontario
Nov 16, 2020 John Nater (MP Perth Wellington) writes letter to Mayor Mathieson and City 

Council on behalf of his constituents to highlight the concerns they have raised 

with his office

Link

City Council Nov 17, 2020 Special City Council Meeting held (Zoom) where original vote was planned on 

cost sharing agreement and subsequently deferred. Councillor Henderson 

remarks that "I've been on Council 14 years and I've just learned about an 

MZO " (quote at 9:54 in linked video)

Link

City Council Nov 19, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Nov 20, 2020 Public Information initial package first posted to City website consisting of 

the technical reports conducted in 2019 / 2020 by Xinyi consultants
Link

Xinyi Canada Nov 23, 2020 Chris Pidgeon (President / Founder of GSP Group) indicates in Beacon-Herald 

article that the offer of an MZO "was made by the Province of Ontario, 

including in the consideration of the City of Stratford"

Link

Public Nov 23, 2020 Letter from Parlee Law Office to City Council raising national security 

concerns with proposed project.
Link

City Council Nov 23, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Nov 23, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting Link
City Council Nov 24, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link

Public Nov 26, 2020 Letter from Paul Parlee & Loreena McKennitt to Mayor Mathieson & City 

Council raising concerns regarding full disclosure, due process and duty of 

public consultation by City Council.

Link

Province of 

Ontario
Dec 1, 2020 MPP Jeff Burch (Niagara Centre) asks Ontario Integrity Commissioner to 

investigate if Xinyi and/or GSP Group broke the Lobbyists Registration Act  on 

account of meetings between the firms and the Provincial government without 

having the firms having registered lobbyists.

Link

Xinyi Canada Dec 3, 2020 Second Xinyi Hosted Public Information Session held (Zoom) Link
Public Dec 3, 2020 Letter from David Donnelly to Mayor Mathieson & City Council provides legal 

opinion that City Council has complete authority without liability to deny 

proposal for cost-sharing agreement.

Link

City Council Dec 4, 2020 Special City Council Meeting held (Zoom) Link
City Council Dec 7, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link

PHASE 5

https://www.stratford.ca/en/news/stratford-perth-south-boundary-adjustment-approved-by-minister-of-municipal-affairs-and-housing.aspx
https://www.perthcounty.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=07041b88-3c17-47ab-87bf-99e701f6db0b
https://ofa.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/OFA-Letter-to-Minister-Clark-re-MZO-August-10-2020-1.pdf
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-195
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5bc8d237fb10c036a2f75aa0/5f9b2030ffbb795b9e704e92_Final Media Release Xinyi Oct 29.pdf
https://www.stratford.ca/en/news/background-information-posted-on-xinyi-canada-glass-project.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/cityofstratford/posts/3560564844009008
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=PsxVe0ZhlzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_DUICJj0-w
https://72917f37-b35c-4946-ae55-7ec0deef48f5.filesusr.com/ugd/8ccbb4_65a2599c3617473ab68b0a43690b75e3.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMbZfJW7qKY&feature=emb_title
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-11-19-1500-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/0de3d0ea-7e12-42bd-9901-ac7800b284dd
https://www.facebook.com/cityofstratford/posts/3638108706254621
https://www.stratfordbeaconherald.com/news/local-news/restrictive-zoning-order-ties-stratfords-hands-mathieson
https://72917f37-b35c-4946-ae55-7ec0deef48f5.filesusr.com/ugd/8ccbb4_ccd7c1e8b31f49a29c450baa6b7d497d.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-11-23-1300-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/82958f4e-7119-4f49-9c44-ac7900f2f0d5
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-11-23-1500-Regular-Council/d4df0dd1-7c13-4982-896f-ac7900e6cbdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-11-24-1900-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/884cd754-810d-46b4-b7f0-ac7c011e9b1c
https://72917f37-b35c-4946-ae55-7ec0deef48f5.filesusr.com/ugd/8ccbb4_3c543119e9704f9e89a0e61ef44a623a.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/353019c4e982ae7eb8ea53150/files/15b074ba-c108-4c92-aee8-35433ffe2587/MPP_Jeff_Burch_Letter_to_Integrity_Commissioner_re_Stratford_Perth_MZO.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=_qZ7CwDorNE
https://mailchi.mp/get-concerned-stratford/let-stratford-decide
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-12-04-1500-Special-Council-Meeting/5be0cb27-b8fa-43b9-8895-ac8500e3ac5f
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-12-07-1500-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/d8ac2d85-4ca9-4100-87a6-ac8700e04114


Province of 

Ontario
Dec 8, 2020 Bill 229 receives Royal Assent – Schedule 6 of the “Protect, Support and 

Recover from COVID-19 Act”  removes the independant oversight authority 

and right to appeal of the 36 Ontario Conservation Authorities. The Minster of 

Municipal Affairs and Housing is granted the power to order a Conservation 

Authority to issue a permit in accordance with the Minister's wishes.

Link

City Council Dec 9, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Dec 10, 2020 Additional series of questions and answers posted to City website Link

Xinyi Canada Dec 10, 2020 Third Xinyi Hosted Public Information Session held (Zoom) Link
City Council Dec 11, 2020 Integrity Commissioner Robert Swayze responds in a letter upon request by 

Mayor Mathieson for a review of the Mayor's conduct and indicates that City 

Council approved the use of an MZO in camera  in December 2018 but that the 

Mayor or Council could have made a request at any time to have held a public 

Council meeting to disclose the use of an MZO to the ratepayers (citizens).

Link

City Council Dec 12, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
Public Dec 14, 2020 Letter from Patrick O'Rourke & Loreena McKennitt to Minister Bains 

(Ministry of Innovation, Science & Industry) requesting proposal be reviewed 

for national security considerations.

Link

City Council Dec 14, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Dec 14, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting Link
City Council Dec 14, 2020 CANCELLED - Special Council Meeting - to hear from Xinyi representatives Link
City Council Dec 16, 2020 CANCELLED - Special Council Meeting - to consider proposed cost-sharing 

agreement
Link

Province of 

Ontario
Dec 16, 2020 Minister Clark (MMAH) announces 45 day public comment period for MZO's - 

Questions from Jeff Grey to Minister Clark re: Xinyi project appear at 22:50 in 

linked video. "Any MZO that we move on, on non-provincial land, we do so at 

the request of local council". "We'll ask for public comment for the next 45 

days, and those comments will help inform the path forward".

Link

City Council Dec 17, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Dec 21, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Dec 22, 2020 Public Information package posted to City of Stratford website updated Link
City Council Dec 31, 2020 Public Information package posted to City of Stratford website updated for a 

second time
Link

Xinyi Canada Jan 8, 2021 Tommy Wong (Xinyi Canada President) and Chris Pidgeon (GSP Founder & 

Xinyi Project Manager) write editorial in Stratford Beacon-Herald accusing 

"Get Concerned Stratford [of making] outrageous and blatantly false claims 

about" the project. Xinyi Canada representatives declare that "local democracy 

was never short-circuited; Stratford city council will indeed make the final 

decision about the proposal".

Link

City Council Jan 11, 2021 Regular City Council Meeting Link
City Council Jan 14, 2021 City announces a pause in the Council's examination of project due to 

increased provincial public health restrictions
Link

City Council Jan 25, 2021 Committee of the Whole Meeting (In Camera ) Link
City Council Jan 25, 2021 Regular City Council Meeting Link
Province of 

Ontario
Jan 30, 2021 Deadline for public comment period on the Province's use of MZO's and the 

enhanced powers conveyed upon the Minister with relation to Site Plan 

Control under Bill 197

Link

Xinyi Canada Feb 16, 2021 Xinyi Canada "decides to suspend the project indefinitely" … "in light of the 

continued deferral of approval by Stratford City Council".
Link

https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-12/b229ra_e.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-12-09-1500-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/8d789100-294d-4b98-a8d6-ac8700e0d95d
https://www.facebook.com/cityofstratford/posts/3638108706254621
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Nf4N-HmY8I
https://8ccbb4d6-188a-4a5c-8988-b3b43213ef9a.usrfiles.com/ugd/8ccbb4_10a3cc2e010e4e488cb8ea4eef7635ca.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-12-12-1100-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/d1b77c37-e3fe-4b4a-9071-ac8e01137a8f
https://72917f37-b35c-4946-ae55-7ec0deef48f5.filesusr.com/ugd/8ccbb4_3b3c0715da914ae493ca319aad8a1b19.pdf
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-12-14-1300-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/9938455d-97dc-472b-b234-ac8e0104a6b6
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-12-14-1500-Regular-Council/86e7181e-f94e-402a-8351-ac8d01035a21
https://www.facebook.com/cityofstratford/posts/3643555232376635
https://www.facebook.com/cityofstratford/posts/3643555232376635
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MN8nOCV343s
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-12-17-1930-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/b7ab776f-8bde-44e4-9bc6-ac9400af4962
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-12-21-1300-Committee-of-the-Whole-In-camera/82183c29-f78e-4a4b-903d-ac9500bbadd7
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/xinyi-canada-glass-limited-project.aspx#What-tax-revenues-are-you-anticipating-from-the-project_1
https://www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-hall/xinyi-canada-glass-limited-project.aspx#What-tax-revenues-are-you-anticipating-from-the-project_1
https://www.stratfordbeaconherald.com/opinion/letters/letter-to-the-editor-get-concerned-stratford-claims-blatently-false-xinyi-representatives-say
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2021-01-11-1500-Regular-Council
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/stratford-xinyi-glass-1.5873061
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2021-01-25-1300-Committee-of-the-Whole-in-camera
https://calendar.stratford.ca/meetings/Detail/2021-01-25-1500-Regular-Council
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2811
https://xinyicanada.ca/

